LEADERSHIP BY EXAMPLE!

[ have campaigned aggressively on the elimination of Legislative Grants. These are the
legalized bribes paid by the Speaker of the House and Senate President to their rank and file
party members. The grants are given in exchange for voting the party line and doing what they
are told. The applicants for those grants can then take them “back home” to show they care
about their district and give them the money to a local non-profit organization in that district.
The House Speaker and Senate President recently divided up $2.1 million of our tax dollars in
such a manner. This money is not included in the State budget, but is dispensed at the
discretion of the Democratic leadership in Providence. The whole process breeds the
corruption that our state is known for.

If these grants are to continue, they need to be included in the state budget and voted on by the
whole General Assembly. If this is not possible they need to be completely eliminated.

Our State Representatives and Senators should work in their districts with their local groups to
raise funds through traditional channels and grant-writing opportunities. [ vow to do just
that as your State Representative. But to show that [ want to lead by example, I will donate 50%
of the net 2011 stipend paid to a State Representative to those groups in Burrillville and
Glocester that received Legislative Grants in 2010.
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