
 

WHAT IS IN A NAME? 
Our state name reflects the essence of our colonial heritage.  On November 2, we will be asked to vote to change 
the name of our state to Rhode Island from the current name: 
                               

THE STATE of RHODE ISLAND and PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
 
I will personally vote to REJECT the proposed amendment to our State’s Constitution to change the state name.   
The historical definition of the word, “plantation” in the context of colonial Rhode Island is that of a “colony” or 
“settlement”.  This is all the more true when taken in the context of “Rhode Island”, which was the colonial name 
of modern day Aquidneck Island. 
 
Our legislators should actually focus on real economic problems, rather than pander to an outspoken minority 
that supports revisionist history and racial tension.  Our state was founded on religious tolerance and personal 
freedom.  That is what the great State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations stands for! 
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